We are lucky to know far more about Walter of Châtillon than many of his peers, such as the mysterious Archpoet. In addition to autobiographical details attested in his works, we have several lives and lengthy glosses with biographical information. Glosses accompanying his lyrics often give details about the circumstances of their composition or presentation. Our sources, however, are not consistent and are sometimes demonstrably wrong. Poets' lives, moreover, are particularly susceptible to the biographical fallacy, and the more striking the anecdote, the more suspicious we should be.
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The account that follows is a modified version of the general consensus. It cannot be conclusive: Carsten Wollin is in the process of producing a new edition of Walter's saints' lives for the Corpus Christianorum, and his existing publications indicate that he is reviewing the manuscript evidence for Walter's life, with results that will challenge the current narrative.
1 The following account is based mainly on the lives and glosses edited by Marvin Colker in the introduction to his edition of the Alexandreis and the scattered biographical evidence contained in the works themselves.
2 Walter was born in the vicinity 4 Walter taught at a place called Castellio, probably Châtillon-sur-Marne, just south of Rheims. Here Walter wrote his treatise against the Jews, and according to one life, poetry (quedam ludicra). 5 One life adds that he taught at Laon, again, not far from Rheims. 6 Walter abandoned teaching the liberal arts to study law at Bologna. 7 One life asserts that he was discouraged by the excess of effort and lack of practical reward involved in the liberal arts. 9 He also wrote a lyric (Ver pacis aperit, 10 to commemorate the coronation in 1179 of
